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Objective/Learning Target:  
Students will be able to identify the key characteristics of 

Chordates



Let’s Get Started:

1. Identify which of the following categories includes all 
others in the list:
arthropod,arachnid, insect, butterfly, crustacean, millipede

2. A shark has a ______ skeleton, whereas a tuna has a 
______ skeleton.



Answers:

1. Arthropod

2. cartilaginous; bony



Lesson Activity:

1. Read over pages 23-31 of the Chapter 17 Notes. (Linked 
Here)

2. Watch this Crash Course video on Chordates.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ehz1YIla71ceSrxp7VUyqr1WdAg444K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ehz1YIla71ceSrxp7VUyqr1WdAg444K/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgZRZmEc9j4


Practice:

Complete the Interactive Assessment for the Origin of Humans 
on the HHMI site

Click on the “Launch Interactive” button at the top of the page.  
The answers to the questions are provided while you watch the 
video

https://www.biointeractive.org/classroom-resources/interactive-assessment-origin-humans


Practice

1. What adaptations inherited from our primate ancestors 
enable humans to make and use tools?

2. What is the name of the phylum to which humans belong?  
What anatomical structure is the reason behind the naming?

3. What is bipedalism and how has it given humans and their 
ancestors an evolutionary advantage?



Practice Answers:

1. Agile hands, nails instead of claws, opposable thumbs, 
increased hand/eye coordination and larger brains

2. Chordata, notochord
3. Bipedalism is the ability to walk upright on two feet.  This 

allowed our ancestors to walk many miles to keep up with 
large herds of grazing animals.  It also gave us advantages 
when hunting other prey. 



Review Tools:

-Kahoot 3
- Mr. Anderson Video about animals

https://create.kahoot.it/share/evolution-of-animals-review-3/0114faae-741d-40e7-a703-b3efc79889dc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd-QnKlfZHI

